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“Riding the wave to a brighter Future” 

 

 

The winter months are upon us!  Indoor settings with larger crowds brings 
an increased opportunity for the spread of infection—particularly COVID-
19 and its variants. 

Here is a quick recap based on CDC recommendations and guidelines of COVID-19 prevention  tech-

niques, symptoms of which to be mindful, and a testing option if you or others do experience the symp-

toms listed.  

Prevention:   

Wash your hands often. 

Keep a safe distance between yourself and others (CDC—at least 6 feet when possible). 

Disinfect surfaces regularly and as needed, especially when having visitors inside your home. 

Wear a mask indoors with large crowds and/or in poorly ventilated spaces. 

Get vaccinated and/or get a booster. 

Monitor for symptoms daily (see below). 

Symptoms:  

Fever of 100.4 or higher 

Difficulty breathing  

Cough 

New loss of taste or smell 

Vomiting  

Diarrhea  

Sore throat  

People with COVID-19 report a wide range of symptoms. To help prevent the spread of the virus, we 

encourage you to get tested if you experience any of the above-mentioned symptoms.  

Testing:  

The Wicomico County Health Department offers free walk-up COVID-19 testing. You can also call 410-

341-4600 to make an appointment.  If this testing location/time is not convenient for you and your fami-

ly, local urgent care centers and primary care physician’s offices also offer testing. Call or check their 

websites for availability/appointments.  

JANUARY DATES  
 1/3 -   Students return to school   

    1/10 Thru 1/13 –Grade 3           

     Residency Week  

 1/13 –Bookmobile 

 1/14 - Early Dismissal Day 

 1/17  – School Closed                     
       Martin Luther Kings Jr.’s      
     Birthday               

   1/26- Winter Concert (Online for  
      Families to view)   

1/28– End of Marking Term  

 

1/31- Schools Closed for Teachers    

     Professional Day 

 

Hooray for Ms. Patricia Brown! 

We are so excited to have Ms. 
Brown serving as our Teacher of 
the Year Semi-finalist for Wonder-
ful Willards.  We are happy to have 
her represent our school as she 
continues to provide creative les-
sons that make learning fun for our 
students.  We wish her the very 
best as she moves forward in the 
nomination process !! 

It is always impossible until 

it’s done!                Nelson Mandela 
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What will we learn 
about in     

    JANUARY??? 

PRE-K - We are excited to start Unit 3 of Connect4Learning: 

How Structures are Built. This unit focuses on how tools and struc-

tures work, and how to make or do things!  

In math we will increase our counting skills, learn the plus-one pat-

tern, learn how 2-D shapes become 3-D shapes and comparing their 

features.  In Literacy we will read and write how-to-texts, which ex-

plain how to make or do something and explore sequences of events 

to explain a process.  

GRADE 1 - Welcome back to a new year!! In reading we will 

explore the characteristics of fiction and nonfiction text. We will 
build on our comprehension skills and reading fluency. During writ-
ers' workshop we will continue writing “How to” books. In math, we 
will explore bar graphs and continue addition and subtraction strate-
gies. In science, we will focus on animal adaptations. Remember to 
keep reading and recording your minutes as a nightly assignment.  

GRADE 2 - We will finish our nonfiction unit in reading by Ex-

ploring the Natural World of Birds. We will then read about humorous 
characters and trickster tales. In math, we will be wrapping up Unit 3 
on addition and subtraction strategies and starting Unit 4 on telling 
time and place value. Throughout Unit 4, students will be modeling 
numbers with base ten blocks and practice telling time to the hour, half 
hour, and nearest 5 minutes. In science we will finish up our unit on 
habitats and begin our study of matter.  

KINDERGARTEN -  We will be reading about kindness, col-

ors, and numbers around us. We will be continuing to apply letter 
sounds to reading and writing simple words as well as working on 
sight words-are, he, we she, me, be, with, no, come. We will be fo-
cusing on teen numbers and counting aloud to 100.  

GRADE 3— In math we continue to work hard on addition and 

multiplication strategies. In addition, we are continuing our work with 
1 and 2 step word problems, and multiplication strategies and facts.  
In our next unit your child will be working more precisely with meas-
urement and geometric attributes. As your child works with shapes, 
discuss the names and characteristics of each shape.  We encourage 
your child to practice their 0,1,2,3,5,9, and 10 facts.  Games and activ-
ities can be found on the ConnectED website or in the Student Refer-
ence book.  You can help your child by working on math that con-
nects to daily life.  They can measure items at home to the nearest 
centimeter and nearest half inch.  Don’t forget about ST Math! 

In reading and writing this month 3rd grade students will continue to 
work with nonfiction text in both reading and writing.  They will ex-
plore text features by analyzing different nonfiction texts during our 
interactive read alouds and writing mentor texts. In addition, they will 
examine how authors organize nonfiction text and use what they learn 
in reading to then organize their own nonfiction writing.  In addition, 
the 3rd graders will continue to develop phonics skills by learning 
about different syllable types and vowel teams. Please remember to 
have your child read for 20 minutes every day. 

MUSIC - We will include a focus on melody, notes and note val-

ues. The second grade will be creating their virtual show entitled "Ollie 

the Oyster Cleans the Bay". This will be aired during the last week of 
January. More information will be coming later.  

MEDIA - This month in Media we will continue to work on 

basic research skills, biographies, and/or learn about cyber safe-

ty.  **Remember to take good care of your books and return them 

on time!  As always, we will read, read, read!    



ART - PK/K: Artists are still exploring the elements of art while devel-

oping fine motor skills using a variety of art media.  
1st Grade: Students are exploring the art elements of line, shape, and val-
ue a little deeper. Students are using a variety of art media to widen their 
exposure.  
2nd/3rd Grade: Artists are continuing to explore the studio habits of the 
mind and various art making techniques while selecting what they will 
create during art class. Students are learning a variety of fabric art styles 
including weaving, finger knitting, and simple sewing techniques to incor-
porate into their choice stations.  

P.E.– We will be working on the fitness components and focusing 

on flexibility as we do a mini unit on yoga.  In addition, we will work 
on volleying and striking skills with activities that focus on hand/eye 
coordination.  In Health we will learn all about safety. This health unit 
will include safety around the house, technology safety, and bicycle 
and car safety.  Please continue to be sure your child is wearing proper 
shoes so that they can safely perform activities during PE.  At the end 
of this month Mr. Gleason, the SU intern, will begin his internship.  
He has already developed a great rapport with all of the students and 
he is so excited to teach your child and be a part of their growth and 
success in physical education and health. 

A Message from the Health Room: 

Coronavirus guidelines: 

Please remember: If your child is or has recently been exhibiting any 
of these symptoms: cough, sore throat, fever, vomiting or diarrhea, 
severe headache, difficulty breathing, or loss of taste and smell, he/
she will require documentation ruling out Covid-19 prior to return to 
school. Per Maryland Department of Health guidelines, students with 
Covid-like symptoms must not attend school for 10 days from symp-
tom onset, unless they present either a negative Covid test result or a 
doctor’s note stating non-Covid diagnosis. Students’ return date may 
also be affected by prior exposure to Covid-19. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the school nurse with any questions or concerns via tele-
phone: 410-677-5829 or via email: amarshall@wcboe.org. 
 
Keeping Warm and Dry this Winter:  Given the possible range in tem-
peratures on any given day in our living area, it is recommended to 
dress in layers .  Please remember to have gloves/scarves etc. available 
for children upon entering the school each day.  It is understandable 
that these items may get lost but attaching them to outerwear or re-
viewing with them the proper place to keep them. (Maybe a spare in 
their backpack.) The same goes for jackets.  Children often want to 
shed them the minute the temperature warms up.  It is recommended to 
occasionally review with your child the expectations for when to keep 
wrapped up and what to do with outerwear when not in use so that it 
can easily be worn when needed.   
 
To ensure that your child has access to clean, dry clothes in case of a 

spill or a bathroom “accident,” please place a change of clothes in your 

child’s backpack. This is especially important for pre-k 

 and kindergarten students. Spills and bathroom acci-

dents do happen, and it is good to be prepared. Thank 

you in advance for your cooperation. 

Stay safe and healthy this winter!   

GUIDANCE -   Happy New Year!  I hope you and your family are 

well.  During January, we will be working hard to show self-
discipline.  There are several ways to discuss with your child how to 
show they are in control, such as, choosing to finish an assignment, fo-
cusing on his/her work, making good choices even when no one is 
watching, and following the rules during the school day. 

 



Have a  

WONDERFUL WINTER BREAK!   

We will see you in  

January 2022!!! 


